
For you, what inspired EASST?

Ten years ago, the field was empty. There had 
been several attempts by different  
organisations to improve road safety in the 
region. I had been working with them, but after 
each intervention they were finished. There 
was no capacity to carry on in the country.

We needed representatives in the region -  
passionate people who could champion road 
safety in their own country. It’s about  
personality. This is what EASST has. Even if 
there were no funds, EASST partners would 
still try to do something, anything, because 
they are passionate about the issue.

We all come from one family, the Soviet Union. 
We all got independence and faced the same  
issues, the same problems. To share the  
successes and pitfalls, the obstacles: that was 
basically the idea behind EASST.

10 years on, has your vision been realised?

It is even better than we could have  
imagined. If there was no EASST, I believe 
you wouldn’t have any road safety activity in 
these countries.

It’s not only knowledge-sharing and capacity 
building: EASST is a survival tool. Not just for 
the organisations supported by EASST, but for 
the countries as well. 

Now, nobody can say that there is no road 
safety capacity in our countries. Today I can 
say that it is one of the strongest organisations 
in this part of the world. 

In your opinion, why is the work EASST 
does so important?

Usually when we talk to people about the  
necessity of road safety measures they say,  
“This will never happen to me.” 

But let’s have a look at who we are. We are not 
only individuals. We are surrounded by people, 
surrounded by friends and family members. 
What if something happens to them? Will it hurt 
us? Yes. 

So we ask, “What do you think if something 
happens to you? Will it hurt your family?” The 
answer is always “yes”. So our work takes care 
of people and protects those we love.

Poghos Shahinyan, Founder and Director of the Armenian NGO, National Road 
Safety Council, was also one of the founding members of EASST. In this interview 
he talks about what inspired EASST, to what extent the vision has been realised, 
and why the work is so important.

10 YEARS OF EASST: AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR FOUNDING PARTNER


